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Dear Readers and Friends of the Seminary 
 

s the second semester of the 2006/7 year draws to a close, each of the remaining four of us cannot help but feel a sense 
of anticipation about what our next steps will be.  Thoughts of the true meaning of priesthood in The Christian 
Community abound, and so in this newsletter  we wanted to not only present snippets of our creative work here at the 

seminary, but also address much more prominently the path we have chosen to explore by being here.  Highlights include 
accounts from Chicago seminarians currently interning in congregations far and wide.  We hope that the content within the 
pages before you will further your interest and continued support for the work here!  Thank you and enjoy!�
� � ����������������������������� � � � � � �������������

����The Students – Paul, Lisa, Annerose & Takeshi 
 
 

The Path 

 

PAUL NEWTON 
 

t’s a funny thing to pursue the path of priesthood in the 
Christian Community! For many of us – especially us 
older ones – it took quite a bit of doing to get ourselves 
here. A certain strength of will is needed to get here 

and to follow the path once here. And yet sheer willpower 
will not do it. I suppose if I were to decide to retrain as a 
lawyer, for example, that I could be reasonably assured 
that, given a certain basic aptitude, as long as I work hard 
enough I can pass the exams and reach the goal. It’s not 
like that with this path. 
 
Before I came for my first semester (back in 2005) Gisela 
Wielki referred to learning to “walk on water”, taking steps 
without being automatically supported by everything one 
knows and can rely on. It’s a test, a series of trials. Do I 
find myself to have what it takes? Does the leadership of 
the Christian Community find me to have what it takes? 
Does God?! And what if the answer is “no”? 
 
It’s interesting that the word vocation is used to describe 
priesthood. I suppose that we are all called here to earth to 
do something, we all have some vocation, but somehow the 
priest is the archetype of calling, of life task just as, for me, 
the priest is the archetype of the human being standing 
between (mediating) heaven and earth. 
 
Perhaps all who follow this path do, in some way, find a 
priestly calling, whether as a consecrated priest of the 
Christian Community or in one of the myriad other ways 
this is possible. 
 
 

 

Walking with Christ  

 

TAKESHI SUESADA 
 

“And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village 
called Emmaus.”(Luke 24:13) 
 

here are several art works from the scenes of 
Emmaus at the seminary.   The Emmaus theme 
seems important to me: learn to walk with the Being 
of Christ.  One can gain much knowledge at the 

seminary.  However, ultimately it is not only knowledge 
that is most important to learn but to find ways to live with 
Christ.  What does that mean to me?  How can I do that? 
Do I have the courage to walk with Christ? It is my joy 
even to be given the opportunity to learn to do that! 
 

A

I
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DONATIONS ARE WELCOME.  Please make check 
payable to the Seminary of the Christian Community, 
and mail to: P.O. Box 25603, Chicago, IL 60625. 

 



 2

Shards 

 

JOHANNA HUENIG 
 

nce a week it says World of Things on our 
schedule. In that lesson our eyes are opened for 
some of all the things we live with in our world. 
Recently we looked at broken things: 

 
It can be one short moment. What was useful breaks into 
pieces and becomes useless.  

Shards. 
They usually have sharp edges and we should be especially 
careful if we dare to pick them up with our bare hands. 
They could hurt and even cut bleeding wounds. 
 They are but shards. 

Mostly we just throw them in the trash and buy a new 
thing. Convenient. And it takes less time than looking at the 
shards. But who does not remember from childhood, that 
the untouched new one from the store is not the same, 
cannot replace the beloved one that broke? Then we might 
have kept one of these shards, hiding it in a special place. 
What are we doing with them? Do we get rid of them by 
way of the trashcan? Do we glue them together and try to 
make the cracks invisible? What do the scars that were 
written by the shards become? 
 
It was an interesting sculpture with an upright standing 
center and a strong expression that was extending on the 
floor in our classroom as we tried to work with that mass of 
shards with an open-minded view. We only know what 
shards can become if we do not throw them in the trash but 
share them where they have their place. All of a sudden we 
might see them differently. And indeed – they become 
something different.  

They may even become a precious nugget. 
 
L. to R. Takeshi, Lisa, Annerose, Paul and Johanna during 
another World of Things exploration. Johanna returned to her 
native Germany in March in order to begin the 3rd semester at 
the Stuttgart Seminary. 
 
See p.7 for more shards – haikus written by various students. 
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Black 

 

LISA YIADOM 
 
A condensed tribute to the many humorous conversations I 
had about this color with my friend and former Seminarian 
Anne Dundon (Australia).  Thanks Anne! 
 
 
Darkness…Doom…Depression…….Evil. 
An array of words that brood around my presence, 
and nearly all tinged with fear. 
Yet, I am a majestic color! 
And my gentle nature is ever present if you would but 
come to me 
free of the limiting conditioned energies that have been cast 
upon my being. 
I add poker-dot playfulness to the regal red of the ladybug’s 
countenance. 
I give a spiritual aura to the lone candle flame come 
evening.  
And, curiously, I can shed pounds from the human figure 
when you are clothed in me! 
An illusive hue I am! 
But I am very real too- and reality is never one sided. 
 

Green 

  

PAUL NEWTON 
 
The path to seminary in Chicago has brought us from many 
parts of the world. I moved to the US, to the Midwest of the 
US, in 2000 – the year it was decided to have a seminary here 
– from my native England. I’ve been taken back to my 
homeland in this seminary process: Gisela set us to write 
poems focused on color experience. I decided to write out of 
the color green and – wham! – I was back in the British Isles! 
And back in my own memories, visual experiences, soul 
experiences. This was the green poem: 
 
 
There was a man from London who wrote of England’s 
“green and pleasant land”. 
Over the water, too, lies an emerald isle. 
Green is the color of these lands: 
Leafy horse chestnut trees, Welsh hills dotted with sheep, 
Cricket pitches and bowling greens, 
Village greens, city parks and recs – 
Robin Hood in the greenwood. 
Often raining, always green – 
Even in Milton Keynes, even when you’re sitting in traffic 
on the M25. 
And what of the people who live this green life? 
And did those feet in ancient times 
Walk upon England’s mountains green? 

O
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Remember Me 
 

LISA YIADOM 
 
 

magine this - with each footstep, we are treading upon 
fragmented light.  From the litter sprinkled side walks 
of London to the flawless plains of the Kalahari, all of 
matter is but an encasement for light that yearns to be 

set free.  Quite a thought, eh?  It is an aspect of Mani-
chaeism that has impressed upon me a renewed sensitivity 
for the Earth.  It is a reminder that we human beings are not 
here for ourselves alone - we are the magicians who can 

break the spell nature is bound within.  Not all of us can 
perform grand illusions that would have rabbits 
mysteriously appear out of the curious depths of long black 
hats, but we can all perform something that is very genuine 
- we can begin to acknowledge the Earth.  In that act of 
recognition I believe real magic takes place, we release the 
light entangled within our nature brethren.  We remember 
our unity. 
 
 
Feb. 19-23, Paul – Mani – Rembrandt, course with Gisela 
Wielki 

�

 
A Guest at the Shakespeare for Life 
Open Week  
FIONA GOLD, VANCOUVER 

 
ometimes there are whisperings i’the air and I think 
I heard the early Spring whisper in my ear: Get thee 
to Chicago for the Shakespeare week. Forsooth, on 
impulse only known to woman, I sent an e-mail and 

bought a plane ticket for Feb 26th from Vancouver to 
Chicago, the windy city, home of pizza and Oprah Winfrey. 
 
To tell you the truth I wasn’t quite sure what I was in for, 
but for years the brochure for the Chicago Seminary 
interested me and I saw they were offering week long 
“Open” courses for the likes of me … people searching and 
people questioning …  
 
As I left my nursing job in Vancouver there were a few 
raised eyebrows: “You are going to Chicago to do what? A 
Shakespeare retreat? In the middle of winter?” My sister 
sent an e-mail: “Are you acting and praying or what are 
you doing?” I e-mailed her back, “Yup…it’s kind of like 
that.” 
 
As I settled into my soft bed the first night at the seminary 
all I could think was, “This is pretty close to heaven. I am 
so far from work. I am taking the time to listen to myself 
and all week I have the opportunity to attend the Act of 
Consecration.”  
 
The week was certainly filled with surprises. Rev. Gisela 
Wielki and Rev. Richard Dancey had explained to me and 
Vicki (the other guest student) that we could take part in 
most classes if we wished, but it was really up to us to 

design our week. I loved the “I don’t have to do anything” 
feeling, but everything was far too intriguing to miss out. 
 
Rev. Peter van Breda inspired us every morning with the 
richness of Shakespeare’s work. Peter so clearly has a 
passion for drama and I was amazed at his familiarity with 
Shakespeare and his clear, wisdom filled interpretation of 
King Lear. 
 
Vicki and I took part in classes on Steiner’s book, 
Christianity as Mystical Fact, the Gospel of St. Mark, 
spatial dynamics and two very intriguing classes taught by 
Gisela and Richard, “The World as Word” and “The World 
of Things”(Gisela arrived to teach the World of Things 
with wooden balls.) Many of the classes felt more like art 
school, training us to accurately observe the phenomena 
our senses perceive and to practice flexibly changing the 
lenses of our perceptions. 
 
Both Gisela and Richard created a daily space for Vicki and 
me to speak about things of importance to us. The 
conversations were thoughtful, kind and inspiring. 
 
Giggling like kids, free from our home and work 
responsibilities, Vicki and I took the train into town to visit 
the Chicago Art Institute. Definitely one of the finest art 
collections in the world, not to be missed!  
 
Throughout the week the snow fell and the wind blew, a far 
cry from spring but as cold as it was on the outside, it was 
warm on the inside. Full of ideas, quiet whisperings i’the 
air and inspiring quotes from Shakespeare, I stepped back 
into the world and returned home to my job with 
Vancouver’s drug using populations. Thank you to 
everyone for your kindness! 
 
 

“The weight of this sad time we must obey; 
Speak what we feel, not what we ought to say.” 

 
Edgar, King Lear 

I
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Life in Practice 
NORA MINASSIAN & LIZA JOY MARCATO 
 
Two practical year students discuss, using the wonders of 
modern technology 
 
Liza:  Doing a practicum in a community without a resident 
priest, what is it like being your own ‘boss’? 
 
Nora: The question of having a ‘boss’ is related to my 
theme that I chose at the beginning of the practicum, the 
theme of authority. A boss or rather a mentor is usually 

what every 
practicum student 
has, a priest to 
work with.  In my 
case it is different.  
The community 
itself here has 
many very high 
expectations.  The 
needs of the 
community are 
there.  I work with 

everyone directly.  I also speak to a priest on the phone, but 
I have no one ‘over me’ so to speak. It is a wonderful 
experience because I find myself directly connected to the 
real boss of the Christian Community. I am encouraged all 
the more to strengthen my relationship to the one who is 
the truth, the way and the life and orient all I do towards 
Him.  This is a lifelong experience, but is heightened for 
me in this practicum. I am in many ways free in how to do 
things and how to create my days and weeks.  But you see, 
at the end of the day, when I go to sleep, I report to Him. 
All authority is given to Him.  So a true and genuine 
authority can only come from Him.  He seeks to live in us 
and work. We can only do an authentic work when we are 
connected to Him and allow Him to work through us.  But 
to do this, we have to make a free decision. It is not a one 
time decision but an ongoing process. One can only learn 
from the process again and again and go forward. In all that 
I do in practicum, whether listening to someone’s life story, 
or observing a child as I teach, or visiting a woman with 
two children and one on the way who has just lost her 
husband the night before, or giving a public talk about 
reincarnation, or even doing the littlest task - it becomes 
essential that I unite myself with the Angel, the Archangel, 
the Archai of the Christian Community, if one can express 
it so. All the priests, if they are connected to the true 
meaning and the purpose of the Christian Community, are 
oriented towards Him.  Then they offer all they have not 
out of their own personal authority but out of the 
experience of ‘Not I, but Christ in me.’  
 
Liza:  How does one do that?  It is very challenging to keep 
that focus, and very difficult to do every single day.  
Perhaps one way to think of it is like the sun that comes up 

and goes down again and again.  We always have a new 
chance to orient ourselves again. 
 
Nora: Yes.  In other words how much are we willing to 
change and be completely present in the moment? How 
much do we love the work we do and how can we work out 
of freedom?  When given the possibility of being free, all 
that we have internalized without really digesting or 
becoming conscious of just creeps in and takes the freedom 
away.  It becomes difficult when we focus on ourselves.  It 
is difficult, but it is also the fun part of the process, or else 
how would we learn?  The picture of the sun rising and 
setting and then rising again is a good one.  We have a new 
chance the next day. After giving a public talk, I see how I 
could do better.  Knowing that I am working for the Christ 
living in me, in every one of us, I strive to do better next 
time.  And as I strive to work out of love and freedom, this 
challenge becomes wonderful and definitely worthwhile.  
 
Now I have a question for you: given the nature of our 
training and living in constant uncertainty, what would you 
recommend to someone who is considering the training? 
 
Liza: How to work with the certain uncertainty in this 
training?  The question is more how would I recommend it, 
because I definitely recommend it!  The uncertainty is an 
essential aspect; the content even serves to bring one into 
more uncertainty than certainty.  Is life certain? One has to 
learn to navigate in uncertainty. I want other people to 
know that it is possible - and actually makes life much 
more rich - even as I am only learning it myself. 
  
How do I work with this uncertainty, with placing myself 
in the hands of others, in the footsteps of others? We move 
forward with no promises, 
and others, all very human 
themselves, evaluate the 
process with us and for us. 
We have to decide to trust 
the process and take it one 
step at a time and let it 
happen, but that is not 
passive! We are constantly 
challenged to have trust. 
Trust is the beginning point 
of religious experience.  
Trust is the antidote to fear 
and fear is everywhere. It is 
a given for most of us.  In 
this training I have come into conversation with every fear 
that lives or moves in my being and I have to accept that I 
will not come to the end of them before the end of the 
training.  I can’t wait to overcome all my fears before the 
time that I will say yes. The fear of not doing a good 
enough job, the fear of not being creative enough, the fear 
of not having the strength to do it how I want to do it, the 
fear of all I don’t understand, the fear of the life 
commitment - I have to make them into my teachers rather 
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than my inhibitors. I am learning to deal with uncertainty in 
a completely different way.   Practicum is so great because 
every week, I do many different things and one of them is 
teach, 3rd, 8th and 12th grades.  No matter how unprepared I 
feel, I go to class and work with that “just do it” that is 
engrained in my American soul. (The Germans love the 
saying ‘learning by doing’, they don’t even translate it, just 
use it in English. ‘Neu Deutsch’ they call it.) In a way it is 
practice, but actually I am already doing it. Children look at 
me and see a religious instructor with complete 
expectation. They don’t say “Frau Marcato is a student and 
we will expect 70%”; they expect the whole 150%. I am 
expected to fully understand them and catch everything and 
know exactly what I want to say and say it in German, 
despite their constantly correcting my grammar. It is 
ridiculous.  
 
But it is like fitness training - and I have said I will do it, so 
I do it, because I want to. Being constantly in uncertainty, 
can I find a trust that I am not alone in this work - not only 
with my great mentor who teaches me loads about teaching 
- but that I am working with the spiritual beings and with 
and towards the Christ? Somehow it goes back to what we 
were saying about the ‘boss’, choosing freely to unite 
myself with such high aims, to say to myself that I am on 
the team with the real boss, despite being well, a learning 
one. I learn in practicum to take it less personally when I 

fail, to accept the uncertainty without falling down in it. It 
is about learning to become creative despite whether I have 
or don’t have outer support, but counting on the spiritual 
world who actually is far more consistent! It is like wanting 
to write and not having the right pen or paper to write with. 
But if one really wants to write one can write with a piece 
of charcoal. One can write on the floor. 
 
Nora: You mean like Christ did? 
 
Liza: Well, we may not be writers in the earth like him, 
(John 8), but we are certainly empowered in our 
relationship to Christ to become our best self. I did a study 
of the Foot over the winter in practicum, that culminated in 
a seminar in my community here, and this is one thing I 
focused on - the sense that there is wisdom in going where 
we want to go; there is certainty in the desire to go there. A 
friend of mine said the other day: “The way there? There is 
no there, there is only way.” It’s just about building up life 
forces to do what needs to be done, that which we actually 
want to do. 
 
Liza and Nora began seminary studies in Chicago2004, completed 
the second year in Stuttgart, Germany, and are now both in 
practicum; Nora is in Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu Natal, South 
Africa, and Liza is in Hamburg, Germany. “A big howdy to you all 
from both of us!” 

�

 

Practicum Report 
 

JONAH EVANS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

fter my first year at the seminary in Chicago 
(2005-6)  it was decided that it would be good for 
me to do a practical year in a congregation, before 
continuing with my studies. Eight months into this 

internship I can highly recommend the practical year of 
priest training. Working in the Forest Row congregation in 
England has been intensive, frustrating, profoundly 
inspiring and hard work! 
 
The time here involves caring for the sacraments by 
preparing and organizing the materials needed on a daily 
basis. This means that one has to make sure that the 
material ‘vessel’ is well formed and in place so that the 
congregation can better receive the spirit. Cleaning and 
organizing becomes a necessary preparation for the 
experience of spirit. 
 
The running of a church is not an easy thing. The 
congregation is big here by English language standards and 
there is never any shortage of publicity mail-outs, 
programs, posters, congregational letters, finance meetings, 

fundraising activities, conversations about community 
building … and much more. I have learned the importance 
of organization skills and community building methods. It 
is an ongoing process as to how and when to address the 
community with the needs of the church and through which 
mediums. I have also learned the importance of social tact.  
 
Being a ‘priest trainee’ is also an opportunity to interact 
with a community in a different way. I experienced a 
degree of authority in relationship to the congregation that I 
had never experienced before. Certain individuals, to a 
certain degree, have given me the authority to help them. 
This has been an interesting thing to grapple with. As a 
‘priest trainee’ one is confronted with the beginnings of 
pastoral care and all the trials and tribulations that go with 
it. I was frequently asked to give consultations and 
confidential conversations and learned from each one. 
 
Finally, one has the opportunity to soak up as much as one 
can from the priest(s). I have learned an enormous amount 
from both my mentors, Nicholas Wijnberg and Michael 
Kientzler. I had the opportunity for countless hours of 
challenging conversation and practical training. There is so 
much that one just cannot learn at the seminary! I was able 
to get a sense for the possibility of actually working as a 
priest. The question of ordination changes in the light of the 
practical year. The realities of possible priesthood can 
become much more real. 

A
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  Our Winter/Spring 2007 
main course curriculum: 

 
January 22 – 26: Building a living relationship 
with Christ * 
 
January 29 – Feb. 2: The Feminine and 
Masculine in Body, Soul and Spirit 
 
February 5 – 9: June Course I ** and 
   Color: The Deeds and Sufferings of Light *  
 
February 12 – 16: An Introduction to Aristotle 
 
February 19 – 23: Paul - Mani – Rembrandt * 
 
February 26 – March 2: Shakespeare for Life * 
 
March 5 – 9: The World Through the Eyes of 
J.W. Goethe * 
 
March 12 – 16: The Jesus Mysteries * 
 
March 19 – 23: Speech 
 
March 26 – 30: The Vertical and the 
Horizontal 
 
April 2 – 6: The Death and Resurrection of 
Prayer * 
 
April 16 – 20: Baptism and Confirmation 
 
April 23 – 27: Easter themes  
 
April 30 – May 4: June Course II ** and 
   Christ and the Earth *  
 
May 7 – 11: Stone - Copper - Bronze – Iron  
In the Light of the Evolution of Humanity * 
 
May 14 – 18: Light – Life - Love 
 
May 20 – 26: Geological explorations in the 
Rocky Mountains  
 
May 28 – June 1 
Life: Work Place or Playground? The Human 
Vocation 
An Orientation Course for Young People 

 
*    These were courses open to the public. 
 
**  The June Course is the first series of lectures 
Rudolf Steiner gave to those who were to found 
the Christian Community. 

So, What Happens at the Seminary? 
 
Well, our mornings begin with The Act of Consecration of 
Man (Sun – Thurs). First thing on Friday morning, we read 
a lecture by Rudolf Steiner. Then we have quite a full 
schedule of classes – the week-long main courses (see left) 
as well as ongoing lessons. The latter include German, 
New Testament Greek, Speech Formation, Eurythmy and 
Singing. Twice a week we have Gospel study (we’ve 
focused on the Gospel of Mark this year) as well as 
working with Rudolf Steiner’s book Christianity as 
Mystical Fact. Two other regular classes are The World as 
Word and The World of Things. 
 

 
 
During January and February we were lucky enough to 
have twice-weekly Spatial Dynamics classes with Andrea 
Schaeffer from the Chicago Waldorf School. This class 
also involved juggling, clapping games and jump rope! 
 

 
 
We are also responsible for upkeep of the house and 
garden. Above you can see Lisa and Annerose taking a 
break from sowing grass seed… create your own caption! 
Friday afternoon has been housework time and we reward 
ourselves afterwards with Kaffe und Kuchen - auf Deutsch. 
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Pandora, Prometheus and Hercules 
 

TAKESHI SUESADA 
 

any images in mythology can become guiding 
images leading into the future.  The stories of 
Pandora, Prometheus and Hercules in Greek 
mythology are such stories.  We are told that 

miseries and sufferings poured out upon humanity as 
Pandora’s Box opened.  The wisdom of the gods helped 
contain the voice of hope, also in the box, to be given to 
humanity.  Even when the voice of hope is small, isn’t it 
this voice that gives us the strength to walk our path toward 
the future?   
 
Rudolf Steiner tells us that Prometheus represents the 
humanity of the entire post-Atlantean epoch1.  Therefore, 
the story is still very relevant today.  Against Zeus’s order, 
Prometheus gave fire to humanity.  As punishment, he 
became chained onto the rock of the Caucasus.  The picture 
of Prometheus’s experience on the rock of the Caucasus 
depicts humanity’s experience at this evolutionary stage.  
Humanity is bound to the mineral forces of the earth, and 
must seek evolution on this physical plane2.  Prometheus 
went through further suffering by having his liver gnawed 

everyday by a vulture.  It is Hercules who could rescue 
Prometheus from this bondage.  As part of the story, a 
centaur sacrifices himself in order for Prometheus to be 
saved. 
 
How can we understand the story a little more?  
Prometheus represents humanity, and his suffering is 
repeated in every single human being.  It is only an initiate, 
Hercules, who can bring release to fettered human beings.  
An initiate can free humanity little by little and lift us 
above the mineral realm3. The story of Pandora’s Box is not 
just a story of the past, but is true to the reality of the 21st 
century.  The future depends on each one of us.  However, 
often people feel that what is happening in the world today 
is overwhelming.   We can learn much from a figure like 
Hercules and find the inner strength that can lead us into 
the future.   
   
1,2,3 Rudolf Steiner, Lecture: 7th October, 1904, Berlin, Greek 
and Germanic Mythology in the Light of Esotericism: The 
Prometheus Saga 
 
We have been working with Rudolf Steiner’s book Christianity 
as Mystical Fact in which both Greek and Egyptian Mythology 
are referred to in relation to the ancient initiation mysteries. 

�

 

Discoveries in the Library 
 

ANNEROSE NISSER 
 

n the morning of the first day that I woke up in the 
Seminary back in September, I went into our 
library. I had a look around the bookshelves, still 
in my pyjamas. Beginning my discoveries there, 

the feeling suddenly came over me: “This is the place 
where I want to be.”  I had of course made the decision to 
come to the Seminary before, and I did so because I 
thought it would be right for me to come, but at that 
moment it was an immediate experience: “This is really 
where I want to be.”  
 
Finding The Rule of St Benedict and the Bonaventura of 
Francis of Assisi on the shelf, I  got the feeling of closeness 
as I feel so much at home in early Christianity.  Here too 
were art books - Matisse, Rodin, Fra Angelico - Greek New 
Testaments and of course many Steiner books. 
 
Books are beings. In the children’s book The 
Satanarchaeolidealcohellish Notion Potion (or Night of 
Wishes) Michael Ende tells of one New Year’s Night when 
all the books became alive and destroyed each other in 
hatred. They did so because, for years, some of them  had 
to stand on the bookshelf next to others they could not bear  

as they were far too different from them. By the way, this 
always makes me a bit afraid that I might not find the order 
that is really appropriate for the books – an order that is not 
merely alphabetical. 

“No food or drinks in the library” is the rule. Maybe the 
time has now come to confess that this didn’t keep me from 
sneaking into the library on some quiet Saturday mornings 
with cocoa, cereal and grapes on a plate, to share the early 
sunlight that flows at that time of the day through the 
library windows with these books, these beings I love so 
much.  

�

 
Shards… 
 

 
Beautiful ice outside 
Was shattered into pieces 
Spring will bring healing 

 
Cutting up, shards hurt – 
Self-inflicted, flowing blood, 
I’m lucky. I guess. 

 
Winter. Knowing sleeps. 
Fateful  remembrance. One shard. 
It wasn’t forgiven.  

M

O
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The Chicago Seminary 
 

PAUL NEWTON 
 

ince the beginning of the 21st Century the Christian 
Community has three seminaries – in Stuttgart, 
Hamburg and Chicago.  
 

Stuttgart is residential, it has its own chapel, there is an 
enclosed and also a ‘strict’ aura to it. Hamburg, from what 
I’ve gathered, is striving for an opposite gesture – a being-
in-the-world in a busy city, students living in their own 
apartments in the city, spending time each week doing 
volunteer work in one social institution or another. 
 
The Chicago seminary to me has qualities of both. We do 
all live together in the seminary building – we are a little 
monastery in one sense – but our daily services, our shared 
breakfasts, eurythmy lessons and some of our courses 
happen in the church of the Chicago congregation: one of 
our directors, Richard Dancey, is the resident priest of the 

congregation. Not only do we make use of the 
congregation’s space but they join with us – in open 
courses and eurythmy (to keep up the numbers: many 
thanks, Martha, Mary-Ann, Alison and Caroline!), and we 
join with them for weekday and Sunday services. 
 
Relationships are made. Several times a year there are 
seminary-community dialog meetings. The task of finding a 
right and fruitful relationship is taken up. We’re not “in the 
world” quite like Hamburg. However the relation to and 
responsibility towards the wider community is a live 
question in the congregation. There’s been talk of “Christ 
Projects” and some frustration that it doesn’t get beyond 
talk - but my sense is that it will. And it will be interesting 
to see how this might impact the life of the seminary. 
 
See our website for an interesting interview with Gisela 
Wielki about the Chicago Seminary:  
 

http://www.seminary-chicago.org/interview.htm 
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Lighthouse 
 

Shining 
Far and wide 

From the heartland 
Bright and warm 

Strong also 
Sears Tower? 

John Hancock? 
No, it isn’t 
It is here 

The Chicago seminary 
Two stories high 
Our gesture is  

Tall and upright 
We have courage 
And much love 

We are both 
Kings and  
Shepherds 

Of the world 
People come 
To seek light 

Then to spread light 
Hope is awakened 
New life is created 
In people’s lives 

The presence of Christ  
Strengthens us all in this building 

 
TAKESHI SUESADA 

 

Rev. Gwendolyn Fischer came to us from Germany to share with us about The 
Jesus Mysteries – and we gave her a Chicago T-shirt to prove she’d been 
here! We were joined for this open course by friends from Maine, Colorado, 
Germany (via Canada), Norway, not to mention Chicago. 
 


